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Statement on Signing the Fourth Continuing Resolution for

Fiscal Year 2001
October 20, 2000

Today I am signing a measure that will grant
Congress still one more in a series of extensions
it needs to finish its work. Unfortunately, Con-
gress has shown little urgency toward com-
pleting its work, even though we are now 3
weeks into the new fiscal year, and some of
our most essential priorities, especially in the
area of education, have yet to be addressed.

As of today, Congress has failed to make a
commitment to reducing class size and repairing
our crumbling schools—two priorities crucial for
our Nation’s students. I urge Congress to ap-
prove our proposed tax credits to help local
communities with new school construction. In
addition, Congress should invest in account-
ability to turn around or shut down failing

schools and open them under new management,
in improving teacher quality, and in expanding
after-school efforts that help children learn in
a safe environment.

Congress must get to work to address these
and other key priorities. The measure I am sign-
ing today ends in 5 days. Congress should com-
plete its work by Wednesday, when this stopgap
funding measure expires. If Congress fails to
complete its work by then, I will only grant
additional extensions one day at a time. Con-
gress needs to stay in town and complete its
business without additional delay.

NoTE: H.]J. Res. 114, approved October 20, was
assigned Public Law No. 106-344.

Statement on Signing the Ryan White CARE Act Amendments of 2000

October 20, 2000

Today I am very pleased to sign into law
S. 2311, the “Ryan White CARE Act Amend-
ments of 2000,” which reauthorizes and expands
health care and essential support services for
hundreds of thousands of Americans living with
HIV and AIDS.

The broad bipartisan support in the Congress
for this bill sends a clear message that together
we can continue to reach out to individuals and
families living with HIV and AIDS. Since its
creation, the Ryan White program has provided
thousands of people with HIV care and support
services in their communities and access to cut-
ting-edge therapies that would have remained
beyond their reach. It has helped them stay
out of the hospital and live healthier and better
lives.

During my administration, funding for the
Ryan White CARE Act has increased by more
than 300 percent, and funding for basic AIDS
research and HIV prevention has increased by
over 80 percent. Our strong commitment to ad-

dressing the HIV epidemic has begun to pay
dividends. The latest data show that the number
of Americans diagnosed with AIDS has declined
for the first time in the history of the AIDS
epidemic, deaths from the disease have declined
by over 40 percent, and there has been a sharp
decline in new AIDS cases in infants and chil-
dren.

However, we know that our battle against
AIDS is far from over. As we continue to search
for a cure and a vaccine to protect every Amer-
ican, our support for programs like the CARE
Act is essential. We owe a special thanks to
Senators Kennedy, Jeffords, and Frist and Rep-
resentatives Waxman and Coburn, and to the
many AIDS advocates and organizations, for
their tireless efforts in guiding this bill to enact-
ment.

NotTE: S. 2311, approved October 20, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-345.
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